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Crew News 

 
Head Coach Chris Clark Interview with row2k on NCAA status 
Last year, in his twelfth season as the head men's rowing coach at the University of Wisconsin, Chris Clark led the 
Badgers to their first IRA Varsity 8+ title since 1990. Despite that recent success, Clark has been one of the most 
vocal proponents for men's rowing move toward NCAA status.  

row2k: You've been a strong advocate for the move of men's rowing to the NCAA. What are some of the 
key points behind this, and how do you think this would be beneficial for the sport?  

Chris Clark: There are 380,000 college kids competing today in NCAA sports. What is it that makes men's 
rowing think that one; we have a better idea, and two, that the athletes themselves might not be better for it? 
I know that the guys on my team would sure rather be NCAA Champions than always having to explain 
what the IRA is. For those of us on the front-lines of college athletics and rowing, we get reminded on a 
regular basis that we are second class citizens. From dozens of meetings where an administrator ends a 
sentence with "except men's rowing", to "you are not an NCAA sport so that's why you don't get A, B, and 
C." Believe me, these are not isolated examples. This stuff happens everyday in Athletic Departments across 
the country. Even more acutely, now, with the economy in a tailspin, I know that discussions have occurred 
in certain athletic departments about dropping men's sports and not being NCAA is the #1 excuse given for 
that vulnerability. As a matter of fact, a coach of a prominent program just emailed me on this very subject 
wondering how the NCAA push is going. He has been told that they could be on the chopping block in 
2010.  

I could go on ad infinitum on this subject but how about a championship that travels every year, not just 
once a decade or so? Or, also, a championship that is without cost to those that have qualified? Or, a strict 
championship protocol that doesn't allow the coaches that get to the organizers first to change rules on the 
spot or even whole events on a whim? What I would like to say to my few colleagues at successful programs 
that so far do not support the move, what is the worst that will happen? On a fairly regular basis you are 
going to just have to bear the burden of being called "NCAA Champion"? (Ed Hewitt, row2k.com, February 
4, 2009) 

The UW-Oxford Connection 
Big Ten Conference Medal winner and coxswain of this year’s 2008 national champion Badger varsity men’s 
heavyweight eight, Adam Barhamand (UW ’08), is now attending Oxford.  Coxing Oxford's "second" eight, the Isis, 
Adam led his crew to a March 29, 2009 victory over Cambridge�  Previous rowers attending Oxford include Sam 
McLenan, Paul Daniels and Mike Triebwasser. 

Current Badger rowing Captain, Ed Newman (UW ’09), who rowed in 2008 national champion varsity eight for 
Wisconsin, has been accepted at Oxford and plans to attend this fall. 

Asked to describe the UW men’s rowing-Oxford connection, Coach Clark, who rowed for Oxford in 1986, 
explained, “This is a wonderful way for our athletes to both extend their athletic careers and to broaden their life 
experiences, much like many have done rowing in national championship competition, the Under-23 Worlds, the 
senior World Rowing Championships and even the Olympic in some rare cases.   

“Many of our Badger rowers are not only very good athletes, but outstanding students.  The more breadth our 
program can expose them to, the stronger will be their career successes and memories of their college says.” (Brad 
Taylor, 2/9/09) 
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Alumni Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 
4/25- “Andy Allen” boat dedication, 9 am, Porter Boathouse 
 
9/12- Alumni Day Race and picnic, Porter Boathouse 
 
11/18- Chicago alumni cocktail, Chicago Yacht Club 

Crew Banquet and 1959 Crew Reunion 

Annual crew banquet and 1959 reunion (Feb. 14) – An estimated 500 people from the three crews attended the 
crew banquet on the 2nd floor of the Porter Boathouse. The attendees from the Class of 1959 also gathered there a 
half hour before the banquet’s start. 

In the later men’s breakout section, some 250 parents, alumni and rowers were present. For winning the team trophy 
at the Eastern Sprints for the first time since 1946, the unique “Henley style” Rowe Cup blazers (red with white 
piping) were handed out to those who rowed in last spring’s event. 

 

Week of March 16th – While on Spring Break, 
rowers were hosted for dinner over three 
evenings by crew supporters.  As dorm 
cafeterias are closed over spring break, the crew 
program must spend around $900-$1,200 per 
day feeding the team, about half of which is 
saved when dinners are sponsored in 
supporters’ homes during this week.��

Spring Break Rowing (Mar 14 to 21) - Gehrig 
Farm was again offered for access to the Rock 
River this spring for live water rowing.  Down 
river from Edgerton, the river’s run has fewer 
lakeshore homes and so fewer wake concerns 
with high spring water.  Gehrig's Farm, with 
river access allowing temporary dock 

installation and "Big Top" tent grounds, is a sport-oriented farm with year-round activities, including skeet shooting, 
BB gun ranges, hatchet-throwing at a large tree trunk-slice disk target and bull-whip accuracy practice. 

Week of March 23rd – The ice of Lake Mendota succumbed to the forces of an early spring and the crews took 
advantage of open water on the 24th.  While December, 2008 brought incessant snowfall and below freezing 
temperatures, March was relatively mild with consecutive days of fifty degree weather. 

 
Men’s 2009 Rowing Schedule 
 
4/11  vs Michigan, Madison, WI, Porter Boathouse  
4/18-4/19  Stanford Invitational, Redwood City, CA, Redwood Shores  
4/18 vs Minnesota,  Madison, WI, Porter Boathouse  
4/25 TBD, Madison, WI, Porter Boathouse  
*5/2 Cochrane Cup (vs. Dartmouth and M.I.T.), Blue Island, IL, Cal-Sag Channel  
*5/3 vs. Boston University, Jablonic Cup, Blue Island, IL, Cal-Sag Channel  
5/10 EARC Championships, Worcester, MA, Lake Quinsigamond  
*6/4-6/6   IRA National Championships, Gold River, CA, Lake Natoma  
* Note: These are new venues for these races this year 

 
Rosters and Bios for 2008-09 
 
The complete UW men’s crews rosters, including names and hometowns of both varsity and freshman squads, can for be 
found on www.uwbadgers.com  website. 

Alumni  News 
 

“Andy Allen ‘46” Racing Eight Dedication 

When:  Saturday, April 25, 2009 at 9:00 am 

Where: Porter Boathouse on Babcock Drive  

 (where the old boathouse stood). 

Cost:  $15 per person 

Parking: Parking available in Lot 34. 
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Andy Allen rowed for Wisconsin in 1946 when the Badgers won the inaugural Eastern Sprints, the conference championship 
for men’s crew.  Wisconsin did not win again until 2002 and then in again 2008, as the varsity eight went undefeated to win 
the national championship. 

Today’s champions stand on the shoulders of those rowers and supporters who came before.  Help us acknowledge and 
celebrate the rowing successes of 1946! 

Please join us for breakfast, the dedication of the Andy Allen ’46 and meet Andy Allen and his family.  A race 
among Wisconsin’s freshmen eights is also a possibility.  
 
See www.WiscoRowing.org website for details and Reservation Forms 
 
 

Coaches Launch & Trailer – Alumni have contributed $8,600 (including $1,500 in pending corporate matching 
gifts) toward the $21,500 coaches’ launch & trailer, following Coach Clark’s e-mail appeal;  Friends is still seeking 
support, however, as another $3,000 was recently requested, and spent, on office furniture for Coach Clark’s office 
and on a large flat screen TV, brackets and wireless speakers for the boathouse’s Community Room (allowing 
“movie nights” at the boathouse).  All of these complimentary additions to the program make the sport more 
attractive for current and new fall rowers. 

April 3  – Brad Taylor is speaking to the Middleton Rotary Club on the history of rowing at UW-Madison. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

1959 IRA Crew Reunion 
 

 

1959 Varsity IRA Championship 8 
Left to right: C.B. Pope (bow), Bill Brauer (2), Randy 
Jablonic (3), Dick Ahner (4), Graham Hoffman (5), James 
Bowen, (6), Courtney Freeman (7), Herb Degner (stroke), 
and (kneeling) Palmer Taylor (coxswain) 

 
 

1959 Varsity Crew at Reunion 
Standing L to R:  John Hanson, Courtney 
Freeman, Jim Bowen, Dale Sharpee, Dick 
Ahner, and Randy Jablonic;  
Kneeling:  Palmer Taylor and C.B. Pope 

 
Jim Bowen made extended remarks on the Class of 1959’s experiences at the IRA in Syracuse.  Both Jim’s comments and an 
essay of Dr. Larry Schmitt’s are expected to be posted on the WiscoRowingHistory.org website under the “1959” class year. 
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Birkie  2009 Results 
John Hallett, Oconomowoc, WI, 2:35:20.1 
Todd Williams, Plover, WI, 2:49:32.5 
Eric Mollgaard, Red Wing, MN, 3:01:34.0 
Kevin McAleese, Madison, WI, 3:12:13.2 
Duncan Roberts, Portland, OR, 3:15:12.7 
John Remington, Milwaukee, WI, 3:21:01.3 
Jim Howery, Colorado Springs, CO, 3:24:38.0 
Scott Williams, Wilmette, IL, 3:25:16.2 
Mark Berkner, Ft Collins, CO, 3:27:58.5 
Allan Erickson, Glendale, WI, 3:28:12.0 
David Evenson, Savage, MN, 3:29:45.1 
Matthew Darga, Madison, WI, 3:32:34.5 
Thomas Gallagher, Madison, WI, 3:40:51.1 
Dean Olson, Grafton, WI, 3:46:02.4 
John Jablonic,St Paul, MN, 3:46:34.5 

Nelson Williams, Elm Grove, WI, 3:49:36.1 
Eric Mueller, Madison, WI, 3:53:38.8 
Chip Kakas, Brookfield, WI, 3:57:52.9 
Kurt Borcherding, Mt Horeb, WI, 4:03:14.5 
Michael Risse, Seattle, WA, 4:08:33.2 
Patrick O'Connell, West Bend, WI, 4:54:07.2 
Nathan Alwin, Waunakee, WI, 5:04:59.3 
Jeremy Whitish, Madison, WI, 6:07:00.7 
Phillip Schaefer, Tomahawk, WI, 4:49:18.5 
Barbara Bradley, Wausau, WI, 3:06:20.9 
Mary Eloranta, Pewaukee,WI, 3:11:51.9 
Amy Krohn, Madison, WI, 3:15:38.7 
 
Jon Henry '91 did the Korte in 1:40:30. 

Congratulations to all participants! 

Last Pieces 

In memoriam…… We regret to report the death of David James Asmus on January 15, 2008. David rowed on the UW 
crew from 1958-1962 
Voted Row2k.com Crew of the Year: Wisconsin Men's Heavyweight Varsity eight, undefeated through the collegiate 
racing season, won the IRA Varsity 8 title with six athletes who were college walk-ons, was voted Crew of the Year. 
Check out our websites WiscoRowingHistory.org and WiscoRowing.org for merchandise and alumni news.  For the 
latest race results, go to www.uwbadgers.com  or www.row2k.com . 

Newsletter emailed?… If you currently receive the newsletter through the U.S. Mail but would prefer it be 
emailed to you please provide Brad Taylor (bradleyftaylor@hotmail.com) with your updated email address and 
let him know you would like the newsletter emailed. 

Friends’ of UW Men’s Crew gifts in support of the program are made possible only by you - the generous alumni and 
supporters of UW men’s crew.  Friends is a 501(c) (3) public charity whose purpose is to further develop and enhance the 

men’s crew program at the UW and create opportunities for the rowing alumni and supporters to remain close to the 
program. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  
Friends of UW Men’s Crew, Inc. [Postage] 
3014 Woods Edge Way 
Madison, WI  53711-5153 
WiscoRowing.org 
 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 

                        [Insert name/address/city/state/zip code] 
·  Oldest sport at UW  
·  First varsity in 1892 
·  First IRA title in 1900 
·  14 team Ten Eyck trophies 
·  Every Olympics since 1968 
 


